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DEPARTMENTOF HEALTH& HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

RECEIVED SEP3 02004

Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention (COG)
Atlanta GA 30333

SEP 2 7 2004

Patrick J. McConnon, M.P.R.
Executive Director
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists
2872 Woodcock Boulevard, Suite 303
Atlanta, Georgia 30341-4015

Dear Mr. McConnon:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists' (CSTE)
position statement 04-ID-06 entitled "Improved Inter-Agency Coordination for Multi-State
Outbreaks Associated with Salmonella Species." The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) strongly supports CSTE's position.

Salmonella and other enteric pathogens constitute a persistent threat to public health and are
leading causes of foodborne diseases. Ground beef and ground poultry represent foods of
particular concern because production is concentrated in a small number of facilities in which
hundreds or thousands of animal carcasses are commingled daily into product lots, and numerous
lots come in contact with the same machinery and surfaces in the plants. These conditions have
facilitated contamination of large quantities of meat, causing large multistate outbreaks of drug
resistant Salmonella.

While these circumstances have contributed to the occurrence of large outbreaks, they also
represent an opportunity for improving food safety. Rigorous microbiological and process
monitoring, identification of safety failures, and their systematic correction can over time reduce
the risk of pathogen transmission.

With respect to the two action items proposed for CDC, our comments are as follows:

1. CDC has already been working with state public health officials and others on arranging
a conference related to transmission of Salmonella Typhimurium Definitive Type 104
from ground beef, documented in a multistate outbreak investigated in late 2003 and
2004.

2. At present, routine Salmonella antimicrobial resistance testing of human Salmonella
isolates is conducted at CDC, and the testing of food and animal isolates is done at the
Food and Drug Administration's Center for Veterinary Medicine and the u.S.
Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Research Service laboratories, under the
National Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System.




