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Patrick J. McConnon, M.P.H.

Executive Director

Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists
2872 Woodcock Boulevard, Suite 303

Atlanta, Georgia 30341-4015

Dear Mr. McConnon:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE)
position statement 06-EH-02, “Improving the Tracking of Events, Exposure and Disease during a
Chemical/Radiological Disaster or Terrorist Event.”

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) agrees with the CSTE Position Statement
06-EH-02. During chemical, radiologic, technological, and naturally occurring emergency
events, it is essential that we have the capability of measuring the public health impact of the
event through effective and consistent data collection strategies. Your proposal calling for multi-
jurisdictional agreements and standard data collection tools can have a significant impact on our
ability to both manage an emergency event effectively and compare separate events with
consistent data collection instruments, thus improving our ability to respond between public
health emergency events. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) appreciates
the continued support of CSTE. Our partnership continues to advance our shared goal of
protecting the health of the public. We also appreciate the position statement you provided for
our review. Enclosed are some comments from CDC staff.

We look forward to continuing to work with you.

Sincerely,
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Louise Gerberding,
ctor

Enclosure






