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Counting Work-related Injuries and Illnesses:  Taking Steps to Close the Gap

April 21-22, 2009
Sheraton Crystal City Hotel, Arlington, VA

Meeting Overview and Agenda 
There is currently unprecedented focus on the need to improve surveillance of non-fatal work-related injuries and both fatal and non-fatal work-related illnesses in the United States. A congressional oversight hearing in 2008 and subsequent congressional report highlighted limitations of current surveillance efforts. Likewise, calls for improved surveillance figure prominently in the recent National Academy of Sciences (NAS) reviews of NIOSH research as well as recommendations of NORA sector councils. While calls for improved surveillance are many, few reports have identified concrete next steps for action.  This working meeting will bring together state and federal surveillance experts, researchers and key stakeholders to identify next steps forward in building a national infrastructure for surveillance of work-related injuries and illnesses. 
While the extent of the undercount in the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Survey of Occupational Injuries and Illnesses (SOII) is still a subject of debate, the basic limitations of the system are well recognized. The meeting therefore will focus on solutions rather than to revisit the problems. While recommendations to improve the OSHA and BLS data collection will be discussed in a morning session on day 1, the primary focus will be on use of public health data sources to address surveillance gaps. Emphasis will be on the need for a coordinated comprehensive long range approach rather than a set of isolated surveillance projects. 
Hazard surveillance, while also critically important, will not be a focus of this short, two-day meeting but may be the subject of future meetings.

 Specific goals of the meeting are to:

· Update participants regarding proposed strategies to improve the BLS and OSHA data collection systems for non-fatal occupational injuries and illnesses 
· Increase understanding of  policy makers and other stakeholders about what the public health infrastructure has to offer to address surveillance gaps 

· Identify specific short and longer range recommendations for using multiple data sources to improve surveillance of non-fatal occupational injuries and illnesses.
Creating an ongoing working group to draft a more complete set of recommendations, or a recommendation to the new administration to initiate such an effort, will be a subject for discussion. A meeting summary will be prepared and shared with participants and others. 
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Agenda

Day 1 – April 21   

Moderator: Tish Davis
9:00 – 9:30  
Introductions and overview of meeting 

9:30 - 10:15 
Goals of Surveillance   -   Exercise and group discussion 

10:15 - 10:30 
Break

10:30 – 12:00 
Improving OSHA/BLS data collection - Panel and discussion
                        Moderator: Barbara Silverstein
· Kate Newman, BLS
· Dave Schmidt, OSHA  

· Peg Seminario,  AFL-CIO 
· Steve Newell, ORC

12:00 – 1:00 
Buffet lunch

1:00 – 3:30 
Using the public health infrastructure to fill the gaps – Breakout groups
Group 1. Administrative and clinical data sources, e.g. hospital inpatient and emergency department records, emergency medical services data, occupational medical monitoring data, electronic health records.  

   Moderator: Ken Rosenman
   Reporter: Eileen Storey
Group 2.  General population and worker surveys 

    Moderator: David Wegman 
                Reporter: Terri Schnorr
Group 3.   Laboratory and poison center reports  

     Moderator: Martha Stanbury

     Reporter:  Marie Herring Sweeney
Group 4.   Workers’ compensation records   

     Moderator: Les Boden
     Reporter: Dawn Castillo 
3:30 – 4:00  Break  

4:00 – 5:00  Using cases to target worksite follow-up: Protecting patient/worker confidentiality -   Presentation and discussion  

 Moderator: Robert Harrison

5:00 – 6:00   COSS (Consortium of State Surveillance programs) meeting for  

                     NIOSH and state participants

                      Moderator: Jae Douglas 

Day 2 – April 22
Moderator: Ken Rosenman   

8:30 - 10:30     Reports from Breakout groups WITH group discussion
10:30 – 10:45 
Break 

10:45 – 12:00 Reports from Breakout groups (continued) 

12:00 – 1:00  
Box Lunch 
1:00 – 3:00 
Putting it all together and next steps



Moderators: Tish Davis and Greg Wagner

� The activities of the CSTE Occupational Health Surveillance Work Group are funded in part through a NIOSH Cooperative Agreement with CSTE. 
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