CDC/CSTE FELLOWS

CLASS
OF 20
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CSTE
APPLIED EPIDEMIOLOGY
FELLOWSHIP

A two-year fellowship program that
provides hands-on training in the field
of applied epidemiology at state and
local health agencies under the guidance
of an experienced mentor.



The CODC/CSTE Applied Epidemiology Fellowship was created to strengthen
the i in appliad apidemial al state and local health agencies. The
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiclogists (CSTE), in collaboration with
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Asscciation of
Schools of Public Health (ASPH), established this two-year fellowship program
to give recent graduales from schools of public health advanced training in
preparation for a successful career as a state or local epidemiologist.

Using a p model, The CDC/CSTE Applied Epl gy F

offers an opportunity for graduates to acquire rigarous preparation and to

develop applied epidemiclogic skills durinq a high quality, on-the job-training
Recent who are i in the practice of public

health at the state or local levels are encouraged lo

apply for this two-year fellowship.

Fellows are carefully matched to a state or Iucal health agency based on
thelr carear and

Program areas Include:

Infectious disease

Chronic disease

Matemal and child health

Injury

Birth defects and developmental disability
Environmental health

Occupational health

L i !

Under the guidance of an experienced mentor, fallows will be expacted lo
achieve competencies related to:

g skills, nubllc heaith practice, unllcy
and legal issues. Fellows will d quired core by
e h A




Meredith Anderson
Place of Birth: Painesville, Ohio
Highest Degree Obtained: MPH. Health Behavior and Health
Education, Universily of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Placement: Maine Bureau of Health
P Subject Area: Malemal and Child Healih Epidemsology
i (] ‘ Mentors: Primary: Richard Aronson, MD, MPH;
Secondary: Kalle Meyer, ScD, MPH

Future plans after the fellowship: Afier ihe feliowship | hope to continue to vork
in Chronic Dsease Epidemialogy. Eventually, | would like to pursue a PhD in
Social Epidemiology, since | am most inferested in the broad, ecological forces
that shape individual and communily health. | hope to find a position that will allow
me iz combing epidemiology with more direct community work.

Why you chose the CSTE The CSTE fellowshi me
primarily because of its apphied, praml natura, | wanted to Ieern how my
epidemiology dasses transtated into ‘real workd” epidemiclogy. Also, | felt that the
Taflowship would allow me the opportunity to combing my experience in health
behavior and health education vath on the job iology training. The

of the i, with of foe and

was appeakng to me as well

Stephanie M. Borchardt
Place of Birth: Manitowoc, Wisoonsin
H.iﬂllnn Degree Obtained: PnD Epldamnlogcal Sctanca
[ ity of i MPH,
of Minnesota
«  Placement: llinois Depariment of Public Health
’ J Subject Area: Infectious Disease Epidemiology

Mentors: Primary: Mark Dworkin, MD, MP, HTM:
Secondary: Cralg Conover, MD, MPH

Future plans after the fellowship: Following completion of the CSTE/CDC
Applied Epldemiology Fellowship Program | mlend lo establish a career as an
epideminlogist at a local or state health agency. Experience attained through this
fel hip program will i my previous training with practical field study
and mentorship,

Why you chose the CSTE fellowship: | chose the CSTE/CDC Applizd

Epidemiology Fellowship program bacausa It cultivates the skills necessary o

broadiy i disease | Training in

Imrssl]gallnn pusblic health snwmllance and infectious diseases will fanlllaw my
from h o & career in epidemiologic practice, This

position will allow me to serve the epidemiciogic needs of a state health

department and in addition, offer assi to local health age




Lara Kidoguchi

Place of Birth: Honolulu, Hawan

Highesl Degree Obtained: MPH, Epidemiclogy,
University of Washington

F ington State D of Health,
Ci icable Disease Epid I

Subject Area: Infectious Dtsease Epl:lemiulog'y
Mentors: Primary: Mira Leslie DVM, MPH,
Secondary: Jo Hofmann, MD

anmu plans after the f p: My post-fell i is 1o work as an
pidemiologist in an envi that izes both of
based af ious disease and collaborations with more formal

resaarch institutions.

Why you chose the CSTE fellowship: This program offers new epldemiologists
a particularly atiractive means of gaining practical experience. This fellowship
provides hands-on experience in a wide variety of program areas with a designated
mentor to guide Ehe process. Further, the fellowship's focus on the application of

ples and research practices allows me 1o utilize my scientific
backgmunn and develop my |rwasbgnllva skifls in my chosen field of interest to an
unusual degree for a | { | expect my exp n
this program will mngly influence my future career path. bolh by shaping my
parsonal and by a employers and educational
programs evidence of my abilities

Mariel Lopez
Place of Birth: Rio Piedras, Puerto Rica
Highest Degree Obtained: M5, University of Puerio Rico,
Medical Sciences Campus
Puerto Rico Dy of Health
Suhhel Area: Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities
Epidemiology
Mentors: Primary: Juan Alonso-Echanove, MD;
Secondary. Naydamar Perez de Otero, MD, MPH

Futuu plans after the fellowship: Regarding my future plans | have three goals:
(1) Obtain a doctoral degree in Epidemiclogy, (2) To become and perform as an
Epidemiologist at the state or local kevel, working with a multidisciplinary team of
scientists in order to contribute (o the field of Matermal and Child Health, guiding the
public health practice and improving the child health, and (3) Al the same time |
would like to obtain a faculty wsﬂuun in a University |o teach athers what | have
leamed through my acad:

‘Why you chose the CSTE fellowship: In order lo reach these goals | need the
opporunities o develop and further my knowledge and skills in the area of Matemal
and Chikd Healih Eptdemk:luqy | am convinced that the CSTE fellowship can offer
me with the ledge and practical i 1o become a leader and
suppori staff that can provide the efficient information that program and palicy
people use o make their informed decisions.




- Emily H. Lu
Place of Birth: Kaohsiung, Taman
Highest Degree Obtained: MPH, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health
‘ K D of Public Health
’ Subject Area: Matemal and Child Health Epldermiology

Mentors: Primary: Wanda Barfield, MD, MPH;
Secondary: Nancy Wilber, EdD

Future plans after the fellowship: | would like 1o continue overseeing the

Preg ¥ Risk g System (PRAMS) project for Massachusetis.
Iam also plannmg 1o pursue a doctaral degree in Maternal and Child Health
Epidemiciogy. My eventual career goal ls working 85 a MCH epidemiologist at a

stale or federal level and and
ing need for p 3 ing existing prog . and assisting in public
health palicy development

Why you chose the CSTE fellowship: | was looking for an opportunity that
gombines a practical training in the public sector and proficiency in Matermal and
Child Haallh resaarch melhods including survey design, data collection and analysis,
sysiem nd g for publi | planned to gain a
battar understanding of MCH while Blsn (] pnrlbpmn in ofher activilies such as
bioterronsm preparedness planning and infectious disease outbresak investigation
| was especially excited aboul the mentoring aspect of the CSTE fellowship that
enables me o achieve my objectives with valuable support and guidance.

Amy Robbins
Place of Birth: Niskayuna, New York
Highest Degree Obtained: MPH, Universily at Albany School
of Public Health, Albany, NY
New Mexico Dy of Health
Subject Area: Infeclious Disease Epldemiology
Mentors: Primary. Michael Landen. MD. MPH.
Secondary: Gary Simpson, PhD, MD, MPH

Future plans after the fellowship: After the fellowship | plan on pursuing future
work al the state or local leve! in infectious disease epidemiology. | also intend o
jpursue a doclorate in public health,

‘Why you chose the CSTE fellowship: While pursuing my MPH | became
interesied in working at a state lavel and being able to apply the public healih and
epidemiology principles | was sludying to make a community healthier. The

fellowship offered me the unigue opp ity o apply my dge in the public
health field and to explore infectious dlsease epldamluluqy and
il undar the ol d mentors in and public

health at a state health department



Janet Tang

Place of Birth: Cklahoma City, Oklahoma

Highest Degree Obtained: MPH, St. Louts University
Placement: National Center for Infectious Diseases,
Aflanta, Gaorgia

Subject Area: Pandemic Influenza Surveillance
Mentors: Primary: Keiji Fukuda, MD;

Secondary: Lynetie Brammer, MPH

Future plans after Iiln f-llnmhlp | weould like to continue o wark with

in ious disease. My long-term goal would
be to combine wark experience with & doctoeal degree focusing on infectiows
disease epidemiclogy.

Why you chose the CSTE fellowship: | chose the CSTE lellowship because |
weas interested in leaming how the federal government interacts and works vath fhe
state healih departments. n aJso oﬁ'e(ed mé a unigue opportunity 1o obtain

prachcal ph i mi which included outbreak
and i il planning. This fellowship allowed me to
enhance my ing of applied api sology and allowed me to work

outside the classroom as well as aclively participate in
govemnmental activities.

Katherine Wheeler

Place of Birth: Monmouth County, New Jersey

Highest Degree Obtained: MPH, Emory University

Placement: New York City Depariment of Health and

Mental Hyglene, Department m Environmental and
k| O ional Disease Epi

Snbjm Area: E Haalm

Mentors: Primary: James E, Cone, MD, MPH;

Secondary: Sara Vioit, MSPH

Future plans after the fellowship: | will continue fo pursue a career as an
epidemiologist in the public sector, having gained experience in the practice of
epldemiclogy at the local level in an urban sefting. My main Interests are
environmental epidemiclogy and cancer epidemialogy,

Why you chose the CSTE ip: | saw the fell P as an imp
opportunity to build on my master's dagma by developing skIIL and exparience n
the day-to-day resp lities of an &p infogist working in a state or local
health department. In addition to the many interesting programs offerad by the
host | was 1o the fel p's aspect of p as well as
CSTE's commitment to each fellow's attainment of core competencies in applied
epldemiology.




Ciass | and Class Il Fellows are :urr-ntmI undorllking a vlrllty of
challenging projects that offer an
while providing valuable information to their host haallh
departments. Listed below are a just a few axamples of fellows'
projects:

W Assessing changes in the avallabllity of obstetrical providers
performing deliveries
B Preparing the protocol, budget and IRB approval for state The
Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monltoring System (PRAMS)
Linking dsta to assess blrth delecte hurn to women with diabetes
the ic and
demaographic factors and type of trealmnnt for colon cancer
Evaluating the Childhood Lead Poisoning Surveillance System
Determining the risk of WNV transmission through atypical
exposures
Evaluallng a anbnm Blood Spot Screening/Surveillance Program
review based on the National
Fel.al and Infanl Mortality Review Program to better promote heaith
and wall-baing
B Conducting a pi 1ce and ioral study of ir
drug users
B Creating a cumulative exposure index for workers in the World
Trade Center Registry and characterizing their exposures
B Assessing racial disparities in fetal and infant mortality rates
using lhe perinatal periods of risk {F'POR} approach
igating cancer cl among fi i
Participating In active surveillance of foad bame finess
Designing a case-control study to evaluate pertussis vaccine
effectiveness and determine if vaccine type is associated with
acquisition of pertussis
Devsiopdng a surveillance system for lupus
ing oc fo hydrogen sulfide and its
association with asthma
Ewvaluating a congenital syphilis surveiliance system
Creating a surveillance system for Streptococcus pneumoniae
(pneumococcus) in children < 5 years old
B Drafling a report to outline how indicators can be used to
strengthen the state's environmental public health survelllance
aclivities
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